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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The examiner acknowledges the amendments of claims filed on 11/1 0/09. 
Currently, claims 2-8, 14, 17-23, 26-29, 31-53 and 53 have been cancelled, and new 
claims 56-64 have been added. Thus, claims 1 , 9-12, 15, 24-25, 30, 54, and 56-64 are 
pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 

1 1/10/09 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 9, 24, 25, 61 , 62, and 63 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: all above mentioned claims are dependent on claims that have been 
cancelled, thus are improper. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 
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The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 1, 9-12, 15, 24-25, 30, 54, and 56-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The 
claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a 
way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Specifically claims 1,16, 54, and 64, all include the recitation "the event-related 
predefined message being generated independently of the gaming content" and "the 
event-related predefined message also being automatically modified to be transmitted 
from the service platform as requested by the at least one terminal", ( emphasis added ) 
which lacks antecedent basis in the original specification, thus is new matter. In 
addition, claim 64, includes the recitation "computer-readable medium storage medium", 
which lacks antecedent basis in the original specification, thus is new matter. 

Also, dependent claims 58-63, include the following recitations not supported by 
the original specification, and are thus new matter. 

claim 58, recites "wherein said service platform automatically attaches a 
web link of the on-line gaming service to the at least one event-related 
predefined message, prior to sending out the at least one event-related 
predefined message therefrom ", (emphasis added ): 
claims 59, 61 , and 62, recites "wherein said service platform receives 
from the at least one terminal an event-related predefined message 
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attached with an issue that is encountered when consuming the 
interactive content and needs to be addressed , sends an automated 
response to the issue to the at least one terminal, and charges a user of 
the at least one terminal for the response ", ( emphasis added ): 
claim 60 and 63, recites "wherein said service platform prompts the user 
to send the event-related predefined message attached with the issue or 
causes the event-related predefined message attached with the issue to 
be sent ". 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1, 9-12, 15, 24-25, 30, 54, and 56-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Specifically claims 1,16, 54, and 64, all include the recitations "the event-related 
predefined message being generated independently of the gaming content by 
automatically identifying an event that occurs during the on-line gaming service", 
( emphasis added ) are unclear what is meant by these recitations because according to 
the original specification pg. 14, 3-9, event-related predefined messages are sent 
(generated) based on an event occurring during the game, which seems inconsistent 
with claim language, yet, according to original specification, pps. 28-29, general 
"predefined messages" not specific "event-related predefined messages" are sent 
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(generated) based on a particular on-line service. For purposes of examination, as best 
understood, the above claim recitation is interpreted as the "event-related predefined 
messages" are sent and received in response to the gaming content; however, the 
"event-related predefined messages" are generated or made separately from the 
gaming content. 

Dependent claims 58-63 include the recitations that not supported by the original 
specification, and are deemed indefinite because the examiner does not completely 
understand the inclusion of the scope or metes and bound of the claimed invention as 
currently presented. 

Also, claims 9, 24, 25, 61, 62, and 63 are indefinite because claims are 
dependent on claims that have been cancelled, and examiner does not know which 
claims the above mentioned claims are to depend on. As best understood all the above 
mentioned claims depend on independent claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
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1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

9. Claims 1,11-12,15-16, 24, 30, 54, 56-57, and 59-64 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pat. # 6,716,103 to Eck et al (Eck). 

Regarding claims 1 , 1 1 , 1 5, 1 6, 30, 54, 56, 57, 64, Eck discloses a system (see 
Fig. 4) comprising: 

a service platform configured to run an on-line gaming service for 
providing a gaming content (col. 10, 1-15, discloses game play via online 
connection), by: 

providing for transmission of the gaming content to at least one terminal 
via a network (abstract, Figs. 3-4, and col. 5, 44-67 to col. 6, 1-32, discloses 
transmission of game program to a portable game machine); and 

providing along with the transmitted gaming content of at least one event- 
related predefined message to the at least one terminal (abstract, discloses the 
pager cartridge connected to a game machine receives messages containing video 
game program instructions, where lacking distinguishing features, the messages 
disclosed are interpreted as event-related predefined messages), and the event- 
related predefined message also being automatically modified to be transmitted 
from the service platform as requested by the at least one terminal to at least 
another one terminal based upon a presenting capability of the at least another 
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one terminal (col. 25, 41-67 to col. 26, 1-22, discloses the use emulation to achieve 
information compatibility of varying devices, note: in a case, where devices are the 
same, the predefined messages are automatically modified to enable similar terminals 
to receive messages); and 

the at least one terminal (Fig. 3, 10, and Fig. 4, 105) configured to: 
receive the gaming content and the at least one event-related predefined 
message from said service platform through the network (abstract, Figs. 3-4, and 
col. 5, 44-67 to col. 6, 1-32, discloses transmission of game program to a portable game 
machine), 

the at least one terminal (Fig. 3, 10, and Fig. 4, 105), 
enable selecting, by a user of said at least one terminal, whether to 
transmit one or more of the provided at least one event-related predefined 
message from said at least one terminal (col. 9, 10-59, discloses a variety of 
messages that a user can choose to send to another game terminal); and 

when the user of said at least one terminal selects to transmit one or more 
of the provided at least one event-related predefined message, transmit the 
selected one or more of the provided at least one event-related predefined 
message to at least one address selectable by the user of said at least one 
terminal (col. 9, 10-59 and Fig. 8G, discloses a variety of messages that a user is 
capable of choosing to send to another game terminal via an "address book"). However, 
Eck fails to explicitly disclose the event-related predefined message being generated 
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independently of the gaming content by automatically identifying an event that occurs 
during the on-line gaming service. 

Yet, Eck does disclose a plurality of event-related predefined messages that are 
generated independently of the game yet are automatically identified by an event, (col. 
20, 6-67 to col. 21, 1-67), for example, the phrase, "game over" is created outside of the 
gaming content, yet, at the same time the phrase, "game over" is also sent to gaming 
terminals once an event has occurred to cause a game to end. Thus, the gaming 
system of Eck would have motivation to use independently generated event-related 
predefined messages in order to expand the range of information presented to game 
players during the course of the game in order to improve the enjoyment of the game. 

12, 24, Eck discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
event-related predefined message comprises an automated message that is sent 
automatically to the at least one address selectable by the user of the at least 
one terminal when at least one condition of the gaming content matches any of a 
predefined criteria (col. 14, 47-67 to col. 15, 1-47, discloses automatically 
providing messages to game terminals during game play). 

59, 60, 61 , 62, 63, Eck discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein said 
service platform receives from the at least one terminal an event-related 
predefined message attached with an issue that is encountered when consuming 
the interactive content and needs to be addressed, sends an automated 
response to the issue to the at least one terminal, and charges a user of the at 
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least one terminal for the response (col. 15, 48-65, discloses "auto-messaging", 
in this case, the issue is the message, i.e., the message that a kill has taken 
place is the issue, or a player sending an invitation message being the issue, 
where the user is charged a per usage fee for sending messages as disclosed in 
col. 16, 49-63). 

1 0. Claims 9-1 0, 25, and are 58 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Pat. # 6,716,103 to Eck et al (Eck) in view of US Pub. 
2002/01 12014 to Bennett al (Bennett). 

Regarding claims 9, 10, 25, Eck discloses both terminals may be mobile except 
phones. Bennett discloses mobile phones (see Fig. 1) including a dedicated button to 
be activated by the user of the at least one terminal to cause one or more of the 
provided at least one event-related predefined message to be transmitted to the at least 
one address selectable by the user of the at least one terminal (parg. 114). It noted that 
the gaming terminal of Eck has similar capabilities as such as those of the mobile phone 
of Bennett and these devices are interchangeable. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
substitute the gaming device of Eck with the mobile phone of Bennett in order to 
accomplish game play with a more commonly own device, thus, motivating and 
attracting more game players that currently own a mobile phone to play games. 

58, Bennett discloses the system, wherein said service platform automatically 
attaches a web link of the on-line gaming service to the at least one event-related 
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predefined message, prior to sending out the at least one event-related predefined 
message therefrom (parg. 164, discloses a URL or a web link, where it is well known in 
the art that messages sent over the Internet via a computing device such as a cellular 
phone may contain a browser link such as a URL or corresponding link in order to 
provide a user with quick and easy access to a web site). 

1 1 . Claims 9-1 1 , 25-26, and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Pat. # 6,71 6,1 03 to Eck et al (Eck) in view of US Pat. #6,983,31 0 
to Rouse et al (Rouse). 

Regarding claims 9, 10, 1 1 , 25, 26, Eck discloses both terminals may be mobile 
except phones. Rouse discloses mobile phones (col. 1, lines 16-21); wherein the at 
least one wireless terminal comprises a dedicated button to cause the content-related 
predefined message to be transmitted to the selected address, the "Send" button on any 
cellular phone acts as a dedicated button to begin a transmission; and an indicator to be 
displayed to indicate that at least one content-related predefined message is available 
for selection (col. 8, lines 5-8). Specifically, Rouse discloses selecting means for 
enabling selecting whether to originally transmit one or more messages from the 
wireless terminal in col. 9, lines 43-46. That is, phone keys provide the wireless device 
user with the ability to select a forward option 718, which enables a user to forward a 
selected message to a recipient (col. 9, lines 14-35). 

Additionally, Rouse discloses transmitting means for wirelessly transmitting at 
least one message (col. 5, lines 45-48; col. 10, lines 3-24) to at least one address 
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selectable by the user of said at least one wireless terminal (col. 9, lines 47-55). The 
ability to forward messages among cell phone users, e.g. "text messaging", is well 
known to one of ordinary skill in the art. To implement such a feature in a system such 
as the one taught by Eck, which contemplates wireless communication capabilities 
between portable devices, would have required only routine skill in the art. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to combine the teachings of Eck and Rouse as Eck discloses the ability to 
communicate with external devices via a phone link, as discussed above. All of the 
claimed elements were known, i.e. providing content and event-related predefined 
messages to a user of a wireless device and the ability to forward messages among 
users of wireless devices including cellular phones, at the time of the invention and 
could have been combined by one of ordinary skill in the art in order to produce 
predictable results. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to combine the gaming system of Eck with the user interface 
configuration of Rouse in order to provide a more user-friendly system, which would 
attract more users to this system. 

58, Rouse discloses the system, wherein said service platform automatically 
attaches a web link of the on-line gaming service to the at least one event-related 
predefined message, prior to sending out the at least one event-related predefined 
message therefrom (col. 17, 1-6, discloses a URL to any web page, where it is well 
known in the art that messages sent over the Internet via a computing device such as a 
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cellular phone may contain a browser link such as a URL or corresponding link in order 
to provide a user with quick and easy access to a web site). 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 9-1 2, 1 5, 24-25, 30, 54, and 56- 
64 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAMON PIERCE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on 571-272-4430. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dmitry Suhol/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3714 

DJP 



